
If you would like to attend the conference please register 

at the office of MPIWG with

Chaonan Zhang

czhang@mpiwg-berlin.mpg.de

T +49 (0) 30 22667-186

Boltzmannstraße 22 

D-14195 Berlin

www.mpiwg-berlin.mpg.de

Abb. Manfredus de Monte Imperiali, ‚Liber de herbis et plantis‘,  
ca. 1330–1340, Paris, Bibliothèque nationale de France, Ms. lat. 6823, fol. 1 r.

June 26 & 27, 2019

Main Conference Room
Boltzmannstr. 22 
14195 Berlin

Premodern Experience 
of the Natural World 
in Translation
CONFERENCE

Freie-Universität (Thielplatz)

MPIWG
Main Building &  
Guest Apartments

MPIWG
Villa

Harnack- 
Haus

BO
LT

ZM
AN

N
ST

RA
SS

E

FARADAYW
EG

LEICHARDTSTRASSE

H
AR

N
AC

KS
TR

AS
SE

IH
NE

ST
RA

SS
E

VAN’T-HOFF-STRASSE

SAARGEMÜNDER STRASSE

GARYSTRASSE

U

H
ÜN

IN
G

ER
 S

TR
AS

SE
ORGANISED BY

Maria AVXENTEVSKAYA (MPIWG)

Katja KRAUSE (MPIWG / TU Berlin) 

Dror WEIL (MPIWG)

The conference will take place in the Main Conference 

Room of the MPIWG Main Building at Boltzmannstr. 22, 

14195 Berlin.

ABSTRACT

The conference will explore the different ways in which  

experience of the natural world was conveyed through  

translations in late medieval and early modern Arabic, Hebrew, 

Latin, Sanskrit, Chinese and vernacular thought, practices, and 

artefacts. Translation and transmission processes of experience 

of the natural world affected some key characteristics of  

experience. The conference topic is divided into three rubrics: 

Concepts, Toolkits, and Layouts. 

In Concepts, we will examine how and why premodern 

experience of the natural world is epistemically transformed, 

transposed, and rearranged through linguistic transfer processes.

In Toolkits, we will study how the experiences of the premodern 

translators re-shaped and reconfigured experiences of the 

natural world in translation from the source texts, images, and 

materialities to the target domains. 

In Layouts, we will spotlight acts of translation that involve 

transformations of the layout and media in or by which 

premodern experiences of the natural world are represented, 

consumed, and reproduced. 



Paper 5: MARILENA PANARELLI  
Sapor est quod certissimum dat experimentum:  
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26
THE NATURAL WORLD ALIVE
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